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I. policy

A. The department shall consider health and safety as primary concerns in the specification, design, construction, acquisition, operation, maintenance, inspection, and repair of all vehicles and equipment.

B. Only members who are training or certified in their proper operation shall operate fire department vehicles.  Driver/operators of fire apparatus shall meet the requirements as set out in the apparatus practical exercises.

II. procedure

Drivers of fire department vehicles shall have a minimum of a valid class C driver’s license.  Vehicles shall be operated in compliance with all traffic laws, including sections pertaining to authorized emergency vehicles as referenced from Maine Motor Vehicle Statutes Title 29A Section 2054.


Right of Way


An authorized emergency vehicle operated in response to, but not returning from, 
a call or fire alarm …has the right of way when emitting a visual signal using an 
emergency light and an audible signal using a bell or siren.

Exercise of Privileges:  

Maine State statute states: The operator of an authorized emergency vehicle when responding to, but not upon returning from, an emergency call or fire alarm…may exercise the privileges set forth in this subsection.  The operator of an authorized emergency vehicle may:

A. Proceed past a red signal, stop signal or stop sign, but only after slowing down as necessary for safe operation; Department policy requires that emergency vehicles approach stops at a speed at which the vehicle can be stopped if the intersection is not clear.
B. Exceed the maximum speed limits as long as life or property is not endangered…

C. Disregard regulations governing direction of movement or turning in specified directions; Department policy prohibits travel against traffic on divided highways unless the highway has been closed to traffic.
D. Proceed with caution past a stopped school bus that has red lights flashing only;

            1.  After coming to a complete stop; and

2. When signaled by the school bus operator to proceed.

Emergency Lights and audible signals.

The operator of an authorized emergency vehicle who is exercising privileges granted under Maine Motor Vehicle Statues Title 29A, shall sound a bell or siren when reasonably necessary to warn pedestrians and other operators of the emergency vehicle’s approach.

All active members 18 years of age or older are authorized to use a flashing red light (s) or a combination of red/white.  The light(s) may be displayed but may be only used while the member is en route to or at the scene of a fire or other emergency.  The light must be mounted as near as practicable above the registration plate on the front of the vehicle or on the dashboard.  A light mounted on the dashboard must be shielded so that the emitted light does not interfere with the operator’s vision.  Two flashing red or a combination of red/white auxiliary lights may be mounted to the front of a motor vehicle, above the front bumper and below the hood.  The red light guidelines allow for either two lights on the front of the vehicle, or one mounted within the passenger compartment, NOT BOTH.  
Members of the Junior Fire Department shall not be authorized to use a red light.
The Chief or his/her designee shall have the authority to revoke this privilege of any member without warning.

Duty to drive with due regard for safety. 


All members are to “drive with due regard for the safety of all persons”.  All drivers are required to exercise reasonable care to prevent the injury to another person or property.  In determining what is “reasonable” the special circumstances of each situation is taken into consideration.  The Maine Supreme Judicial Court has stated that operators of emergency vehicles must exercise reasonable precaution against extraordinary dangers of the situation which duty compels the to create.”


Preemptive Traffic light devices

Vehicles equipped with traffic control devices (TOMAR) shall have the unit activated during responses.  This will assist with a safer and less congested intersection for the emergency vehicle’s approach.


The operator/driver of an emergency vehicle may utilize the vehicle’s TOMAR device when traveling at an expedient nature is necessary without the use of lights and sirens.
Drivers shall not move fire department vehicles until all persons in the vehicle are seated and secured with a seat belt.  When members are providing emergency care in an ambulance, seatbelts are to be worn when patient care may safely be performed in a seated position.  
The department has a “Zero Tolerance” for any member not compliant with the use of seatbelts.  Any member not in compliance of such will be subject to a minimum of a written warning as detailed in the progressive disciplinary procedures.

Riding on tailboards or in any other exposed positions shall be specifically prohibited.  
BACKING UP OF FIRE ENGINE/AERIAL APPARATUS:
The driver/operator shall insure that a spotter, if available, is utilized when backing fire apparatus. The spotter shall stand at ground level, on the left (driver side) behind the tailboard.   In situations when a spotter is not available, the driver/operator shall exit the apparatus and do a complete walk around before backing the apparatus.  
Spotter’s responsibility:
1. Watch for pedestrians, traffic, low objects, clearances, overhead 
obstacles and determine exact location of the vehicles final 
stopping point.
2. Signal the driver to stop if the apparatus gets near any of the above.
3. The spotter shall remain in position until released by the 
driver/operator.  
4. When a spotter is operating in or near traffic lanes, he/she shall 
wear a DOT traffic safety vest or NFPA Compliant turnout gear, 
including helmet.
5. The spotter may use a portable handlight for increased visibility 
during nighttime operations.

6. Members of the Junior Fire Department shall not be assigned a 
spotter position.
A. The Driver shall bring the apparatus to a complete stop and set airbrakes before crew members enter or exit the apparatus.  Do NOT attempt to jump on or off any apparatus, while the apparatus is in motion.  

B. The driver of fire department apparatus shall operate emergency warning lights at any time the vehicle is in a reverse mode.

C. The speed when backing up a fire apparatus shall be at which the driver/operator can operate with the due regard to safety.
D. If the driver of an apparatus is unsure of clearances when backing up, even with a spotter, he/she shall stop the vehicle, get out and walk around the apparatus to check.  

III.  Crashes involving fire department Vehicles
In the event a Brunswick Fire Department vehicle is involved in a crash, the following must be completed.
If a crash occurs while responding to an emergency, notify “Brunswick” that the apparatus has been involved in a motor vehicle crash.  Advise Brunswick of the location and extent of any injuries.  Fire Department personnel and apparatus shall not leave the scene of the crash until cleared by a law enforcement officer.  The Officer in Charge shall be notified as soon as possible.  
Inform “Brunswick” to reassign the response of the initial call.
If a crash occurs while performing departmental duties on a public way, notify “Brunswick” for PD assist and request additional assistance as needed.  Notification shall be made to the Duty Supervisor as soon as possible.
Crashes in or around fire department property shall be reported immediately to the Duty Supervisor.

Members responding to an incident in their personal vehicles shall notify the Duty Supervisor as soon as possible.
The Chief and/or his designee shall be notified as soon as possible after an incident of a fire department vehicle crash.

Members of the department shall not admit responsibility for the incident with other parties involved.  
Driver/operators of departmental vehicles shall complete departmental accident forms before the end of the shift.  The report shall be thorough and include all details encompassing the incident.
IV. general

A. All equipment carried on fire apparatus shall be visually inspected at least daily and after any use.   All mechanical equipment i.e. (fans/power tools/gas detection meters) shall be exercised weekly.  Equipment shall be cleaned and fueled, as appropriate, after each use.  Apparatus checklist and inspection forms must be completed by the operator/driver of apparatus.  

B. Fire fighting equipment found to be defective or in unserviceable condition shall be removed from service.  A red defect tag shall be filled out if the equipment is not immediately repaired or replaced.
V. DRIVING

A. General Guidelines for emergency response:

1. To lesson the possibility of accidents, personnel responding to general fire alarms within assigned response districts shall respond with lights and sirens.  All additional responding units, including the call department, will respond with no lights and no sirens.  The Officer in Charge shall have the authority to upgrade the response of out of district units.

2. Whether driving with lights and sirens or in normal traffic, attempt to maintain an empty space around the vehicle.  Watch behind and to the sides.

3. It is the driver’s responsibility to make sure their actions can be easily seen and interpreted by others on the road.  The driver must signal their intentions and position their vehicle in a manner that allows their moves to be clearly understood.

4. Under wet, foggy or any other hazardous weather or road conditions, fire department vehicles shall drive with the due regard to current road conditions.

5. All Town of Brunswick employees are required to use seat belts when operating a town vehicle equipped with seat belts.  Anyone riding, as a passenger in a town vehicle is required to use seat belts where provided.

vi:  DRIVING ON THE FIREGROUND
B. When driving apparatus on the fire ground, drivers must resist the tendency to drive hastily or imprudently.  This tendency is mostly due to the urgent nature of fire ground operations.
C. Drivers must consider the dangers their moving vehicle poses to fire ground personnel and spectators who may be preoccupied with the emergency, and inadvertently step in front of or behind a moving vehicle.

D. No member shall be on a moving piece of apparatus while reloading hose.

E. Drivers must also be aware of the potential that exists for vehicle crashes on or near the fire ground due to the distractions caused by the emergency.

VII: PARADES/FUNERALS/SPECIAL EVENTS


The Chief or his/her designee shall have the authority to consent to temporary amendments to this policy.
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