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This issue is dedicated to the 13 Indianapolis firefighters that died in
the line of duty at the Bowen-Merrill Bookstore Fire. On the afternoon
of March 17, 1890, Indianapolis firefighters were called to the Bowen-
Merrill Bookstore on West Washington Street to deal with what
appeared to be a routine fire. Instead, it became a major catastrophe,
claiming the lives of more firefighters than any other incident in
Indianapolis history. The call came at approximately 3pm from
employees at the bookstore who had seen smoke.

Firefighters arrived at the scene and believed the situation to be
relatively safe, with the fire contained to the basement of the building.
Because of the flammable contents of the store, firefighters stayed on
the scene to make sure the fire was extinguished. A few hours later,

however, flames were seen coming from windows in the upper stories.
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Tuy Bowex-Merxint, Coupaxy Fire, Marcu 17, 1890,

A number of firefighters stationed themselves on top of the building,
while others entered the four-story building through upper windows.
Without warning the walls collapsed, dropping many firefighters into
the flames. Thirteen firefighters lost their lives, and more than a dozen
were seriously injured.

The firefighters who perished in the blaze are listed below:

- Ulysses G. Glazier, 23 - Albert Hoffman, 33

- David R. Lowery, 34 - Espy Stormer, 42
- Andrew O. Cherry, 45 - Anthony Voltz, 45
- John Burkhart, 34 - George W. Glenn, 36

- Thomas A. Black, 28 - George Faulkner, 52

- Henry D. Woodruff, 44 - William R. McGinnis, 40
- William F. Jones, 32

For more information about this fire, click on the link below:
Memorial Monday - Bowen-Merrill Bookstore Fire (Indianapolis, IN)

Maine Fire Service Professionals,

welcome to 2026!

BASIC FIRE SCHOOL 3.0 UPDATE

MFSI's Basic Fire School (BFS) program has undergone a
notable update and refresh, including improvements to
formatting and compliance with NFPA standards.

What has changed?

1 All progress charts now refer to current NFPA 1010
JPRs and MEBLS Compliance Directive JPRs. The
progress charts are now more user-friendly. Further,
the applied 'grade scale’ has been updated.
Specifically, the "A=Attended’ has been changed to
'R=Reviewed'. Programs are expected to use the "R’
Grade for topics that could not be physically
performed; however, they were reviewed as
profoundly as possible. For example, if your fire
department has no access to aerial apparatus, this
skill needs to be explained and reviewed in-depth
and graded with an "R’

2.The majority of the program documents and forms
have been refreshed and updated.

3.The PowerPoint slides have been enhanced.

What has NOT changed?

1.The content of the program has not changed. In
short, Basic Fire School still meets, and in some
areas exceeds, the minimum training requirements
for structural firefighters in the State of Maine, as
listed in the Bureau of Labor's Compliance Directive.

2.All previous editions of MFSI BLS may still be used
for in-house training and associated records.
However, if your department wishes to receive
MFSI-printed Basic Fire School certificates for your
firefighters, who complete the program after March
1, 2026, the records you submit will need to reflect
usage and completion of the latest version of the
program (3.0).

Please send your questions to Frank Hammond,
Training Program Manager (MFSI) Region |.
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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR

First and foremost, we see the work being done across Maine. We observe the incidents reported nightly on the
news and recognize the consistent, professional response by fire departments throughout the state. Crews are
arriving prepared, operating effectively, and bringing incidents under control quickly and efficiently. This reflects a
high level of training, discipline, and commitment.

Winter firefighting in Maine, and throughout Northern New England, presents unique and demanding challenges.
Severe weather, limited access, and harsh operating conditions test even the most experienced personnel.
Despite these obstacles, you continue to perform at an exceptionally high level, often making difficult operations
appear routine.

All of us at the Maine Fire Service Institute are extremely proud of your dedication to public service and to the
communities you protect. Your professionalism and commitment do not go unnoticed, and we are honored to
support your continued success.

At MFSI, we're heading into the new year with some serious work ahead, and that's a good thing. We have
significant plans underway to make fire training in Maine better than ever, with improvements coming to Fire
Instructor | & I, Fire Officer | & I, and Live Fire Training programs.

Al of this work falls under the new NFPA 1020 Standard, and in 2026 we are required to adopt, update, and
resubmit these programs to Pro Board to maintain our accreditation.

Some like to talk about the Seven P's of Success. “Proper Prior Planning Prevents Pi$$ Poor Performance”.
While there are plenty of variables outside our control, one thing is within our control: showing up, working
hard, and not missing deadlines. That's exactly what we're doing.

Because of the scope of this work, there may be some short-term delays with Fire Officer programming. We'll
push as hard as we can to keep things moving and get programs back online as quickly, and correctly as
possible. To help meet demand, we are partnering with RAFT to deliver a Fire Officer Il program in July.

Looking ahead, 2026 will also bring the following opportunities:

1. Vent Prop — Train the Trainer

2. Basic Pumps — Train the Trainer

3. VFIS returning for EVDT Train the Trainer programs
4. Planned State Fire Instructor Workshop Fall 2026

MFSI remains committed to running an organization that flows, works well, and supports the Maine fire chiefs,
just as our mission states. We're here to support the fire service, strengthen professional qualifications, and
deliver training that matters. We're looking forward to another strong year of fire service training across Maine.

Stay warm, stay safe. We need you all.
Jim & Staff

MFSI NEWS | PAGE 4






















